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on either side from the doctrinal principles which you or we
maintain/19 But the Archbishop hoped that the Conversations
would continue* The suggestion had been made that the Doc-
trinal Decrees of the Council of Trent might well be the subject
of further consideration, but this was a matter best decided by
the representatives themselves. It was a friendly letter, which sat-
isfied Halifax though it gave some qualms to the Cardinal,
who thought he detected a diminished confidence. He did not
reply at length until October 2Sth, when he begged the Arch-
bishop not to be alarmed by the 'inveterate optimists' or dis-
couraged by the 'obstinate pessimists.'20 He agreed that any
publication of documents would at present be inopportune,
but thought a statement on the points of agreement reached
might be helpful. At any rate he would be delighted to enter-
tain the Anglicans again in January. The full text of the letter is
given in The Conversations at Malines (1928).M It was, the Arch-
bishop told Halifax, ca very long and beautiful letter/22

Halifax had hoped for an earlier meeting, but Gore, whose
presence was regarded as essential, could not manage a date in
December, and only with difficulty one in January. So January
1926 it was to be, and Halifax, who had published in the aut-
umn 'An Appeal to members of the English Church Union*
under the title of Reunion and the Roman Primacy; pushed on
with his preparations. Again the important point was the
agenda.

And then what are we to do [he wrote to Dr. Kiddj? Draft a
precis of the past conferences for publication? I doubt whether the
time has come for this. Or prepare a statement in view of the
Lambeth Conference and the Vatican Council? Or go through the
Decrees of Trent?23

To settle these matters with the Cardinal, and also for the
purpose of delivering an address on Reunion to an important
gathering at Louvain, Halifax resolved to go to Belgium him-